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My name is Mardi Tuminaro.  I have been a resident of Columbia County since 1975.  I live in the Town 

of Gallatin, just south of here off the Taconic Parkway.  My daughter, Amelia, who is a resident of the 

Town of Taghkanic, has asked me to read a statement on her behalf because this morning she cannot be 

here in person since she is visiting a friend whose mother just passed away.   

 

My name is Amelia Tuminaro.  My family has had a home in Columbia County since 1975, when I was 

just a few weeks old.  When my grandmother died, I inherited a small amount of money that I used to 

buy my own parcel of land here in Taghkanic in 2003.  I built a house on that patch of land, from the 

ground up, using local contractors and businesses.  Dennis Callahan was the building inspector at the 

time, and he inspected my home at every stage of its construction.  I lived here full time until 2008, 

when I met my now husband, and we moved in together and had children.  In 2009 I began renting my 

home so that I could keep the property that I am very attached to, having built it from scratch.  My 

parents live 15 minutes away, and now I have somewhere to stay when I visit them or when they visit 

me and my children.   

 

In the 12 years I have rented my house, I have never gotten a complaint from any of my neighbors about 

any of my rental guests.  There are no wild parties at my house.  My typical guests are multi-

generational families – grandparents, children, and grandchildren.  My home is laid out in a way with an 

open living plan that enables families to get away together to cook, eat, play boardgames and card 

games that I provide at the house, hike, sightsee and visit local restaurants, farm stands and stores.  I 

have a list of local restaurants and businesses for my travelers to visit.  I provide safety information such 

as the location of the nearest hospital.  I have house rules.  I have weekly trash and recycling collection.  

Many, many short-term rental operators are similar to me.  And I myself always rent Short Term Rentals 

when I travel elsewhere, since it is much easier as a young family to travel and stay in a home with a 

kitchen where you can cook, and avoid spending a lot of money eating out every meal (especially when 

your kids eat only a handful of foods!).  

 

I am someone who favors regulation.  It is a way for government to ensure that society is run in an 

orderly and safe manner, and that public health and safety can be monitored and preserved for the 

benefit of all.  Government regulation also provides tax income so that other government services have 

a sustainable revenue stream.  Overall, I think regulation of Short-Term Rentals is probably a good thing. 

 

That said, I oppose the current Short-Term Rental proposal in its present form.  I think the proposal is 

overly broad, not particularly well tailored to accomplish its stated goals, and likely to hurt small 

businesses in the area, as well as second homeowners like myself who cherish Columbia County and 

want to maintain our historic ties to this community.   We rent out our homes so we can stay connected 

here, as well as find a way to support the region and all that it has to offer.   
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Let me start by saying what I think is good about the Draft Regulations.  It will ensure safety by 

compliance with the state and local building codes, by requiring postings and communications to STR 

guests, and that proper insurance is maintained on the property.  I also appreciate the prohibitions on 

large gatherings, and the restriction that tenants must be at least 25 years of age.  These are 2 

restrictions I already adhere to in renting out my home.   

 

I have 3 objections to the Draft Regulations: 

First, it completely limits the ability to have a Short-Term Rental to “Principal” residents of the Town.  I 

can’t imagine what legitimate justification there is for discriminatory treatment between homeowners 

in our Town.  The disparate treatment of one group of homeowners to the exclusion of all others 

violates the Equal Protection Clause of the United States Constitution and the New York State 

constitution, and invites a costly lawsuit that I doubt the residents of Taghkanic want to spend hundreds 

of thousands of dollars defending.  As a lawyer, I know firsthand how expensive lawsuits can be.  And 

they go on for years.  As a resident of this town, I know that we have other ways to spend our limited 

resources, like maintaining our roads.   Those making decisions on this regulation should be aware that 

earlier this year, in March 2021, a United State District court in upstate New York held that a restriction 

on Short Term Rentals similar to this one, that treated homeowners differently without a rational basis 

in the law, stated a claim on equal protection grounds.  It is foolish and unwise to enact a ban like the 

discriminatory one proposed here.  If the idea is to limit Short Term Rentals so that investors do not buy 

up property here in Taghkanic, then the rational way to do that is to limit STRs to one per Town resident, 

or something of the sort.  But the Town cannot discriminate between its residents in this manner.  It is 

unconstitutional and unwise.  

 

Second, many people, like myself, keep homes in Columbia County as second residences.  I have my own 

personal story with nearly 50 years of history.  But other people have similar stories.  The income stream 

from our short-term rentals allows us to defray the cost of property and school taxes, road 

maintenance, and general upkeep on our homes.  It helps us afford to raise our young families, and all 

the costs of doing so.  It helps us to replace appliances which never seem to last as long as they should, 

pay for heating oil, utility bills, and insurance on our properties.  As we all know, these costs go up every 

year, and the extra income really helps young families like mine, or seniors on fixed incomes.  Those of 

us who rent our homes occasionally are not buying up properties that are creating the scarcity of 

affordable housing.  We are already invested in our homes, our communities, and making sure the 

scenic beauty and character of Columbia County is preserved.  Again, the easy solution to this problem is 

to revise the regulations to enable one short term rental per Town resident, but not limited only to 

principal residents.  A cap on the number of STRs each Town resident could operate would limit STRs in 

a logical manner, and also achieve the goal of discouraging investors from buying up multiple properties 

solely to convert them to short term rentals.   

 

My third objection to the regulation is that it limits STRs to only one along any 1,000 linear feet of 

roadway.  This would pit me against my neighbors, Lynn and Nick, a couple that bought the house next 
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door to me some years back and I am so happy have moved in.  We are neighbors who look out for one 

another, receive the occasional contractor or package delivery when we can’t be home, and keep each 

other apprised of happenings in the community.  But Lynn and Nick also rent their home periodically, 

and under the proposed regulations we both could not do so.  While I own several acres of land and I 

think it is highly unlikely anyone ever hears my rental guests, my driveway is nonetheless within 1000 

feet of Nick and Lynn’s and we would be precluded from both renting our homes as STRs under the 

regulation in its current form.   I do not think the Town really wants to pit neighbors against one 

another, and it should not start now.  Again, if the goal of the regulation is to ensure STRs are run 

responsibly, regulate their safety, and reign in Short Term Rentals to the extent they could get out of 

hand and interfere with available housing stock, then this can still be done by limiting STRs to one per 

Town resident, rather than building in an arbitrary linear footage cap which has no rational basis in a 

rural community such as Taghkanic.   

Thank you for your consideration.  I can be reached at ameliara75@gmail.com or 917-576-6881. 
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